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SUBJECT : Human Rights - Democracy

I am glad you surfaced the huma n rights vs. democracy
c on trov e r s y at this morning's mee t i ng , but I v ot e t ha t we
try to ke ep to a min i mum t he amount of t ime and effo r t we
i nvest in that issue . Of course we c annot and should not
attempt to ignore the subject, i f onl y because i t is
ob vious l y goi ng to be on the f r ont bu rner in many upcomi ng
discuss ions and debates a mong Governments, NGOs, e t c . Bu t
after we have wor ked out a c l e a r of f icial pos i t i on I ho pe
we wi l l try t o defuse t he debate and put it i n its proper
per s pec tive , conti nuing to p lace ma j or e mphas is on t he f ar
more imp or t ant and u r gent task of r educing s pecif i c
viol a t i ons of human rights a nd democracy around the world .

I t hi nk there is much les s s ubstance and sign i f i c ance
to t he human r i ght s vs. democrac y po lemi c t han to the
o lder cont r ove r sy over po lit i cal v s . economic and s oc i a l
r ights. In any event, I do not t h ink we have to choose
be tw ee n human r ights and democ r acy . The r e is a huge
ove rlap. The mor e human rights are p rotected t he easier
it wi ll be to achieve democracy. The more democ racy
f lour ishes the better it will be for human r i ght s .

Le t ' s ke ep our main attention on the very diffi cult,
tragic day-to-day problems of violat ions of human rights
and democracy . We have come a l ong way, and we have a
long way to go .

cc: Nancy Ely-Raphel
Catharin Dalpino
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